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Agreeably to the plan he had fixed upon twenty days
after Buddha's demise, the great Kathaba, profiting by the
circumstance that had brought together so many Kahans
from all parts to the town of Kootheiiiaron, communicated
his views to all the Kalians congregated in that place.
Having received from all his brethren a suitable encourage-
ment, Kathaba selected from among them four hundred
and ninety-nine of the most learned. They were all Ea-
handas, that is to say, they had all reached the last degree
of perfection, with the exception of Ananda, who was but
a Thautapan, and, therefore, had only entered into the
current that was to drift him to perfection.

It may be asked why Aiianda was selected as a member
of the future council, since, in point of spiritual attain-
ments, he was very inferior to all his brethren upon whom
Kathaba's selection had fallen. Let it not be believed
that he owed this distinction to his royal extraction, or to
his being first cousin to Buddha and the friend of Kathaba,
or to the venerable appearance which grey hairs imparted to
his person. His brethren were full of love and esteem for
him. They had the greatest regard for all that he said,
because, having always attended on Buddha's person during

lieve that this expression is put into    of our era. He went to that island
the mouth of the patriarch, and that    for the express purpose of making a
in all likelihood he never uttered it.     copy of the Pitagat, and bringing it
It is probable that, during the first    over to his countrymen. Be that as
ages of Buddhism, the doctrines were    it may, the question on this subject
not put in writing, but orally trans-    is far from being settled. It well de~
mitted. For supporting this appa-    serves the attention" of the learned,
rently incredible assertion, we have    A satisfactory solution may throw a
the testimony of the authors of the    much wanted light upon the history
Cingalese collection, who distinctly    of early Buddhism. When we con-
state that, during more than two    sider that Maheincla, the son of the
hundred years after the introduction    mighty and pious Athoka, was the
of the religion in Ceylon, tradition    head of the mission, which, after the
was the only vehicle for transmitting    termination of the third council, went
the contents of the Pitagat. More-    to preach religion in Ceylon, it is im-
over, it is by no means certain that    possible not to suppose that he would
the inhabitants of the Irrawaddy val-    have brought over with him a copy of
ley possessed a copy of the sacred    the collection of the sacred scriptures,
scriptures previous to the voyage of    had that collection been put in writ-
Budhagosa from Thaton to Ceylon    ing at the time that he left Patali-
in the beginning of the fifth century    putra on his pious errand.